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Help Us Secure Their Future

They need our help—not just  today but tomorrow too.
Help me keep my promise to them.

LIFETIME CARE FUND
Established in 2007, the Fauna Lifetime Care 
Fund is our promise to the Fauna chimpanzees 
for a lifetime of the quality care they so deserve.

MONTHLY DONATION
A monthly donation provides lasting support. 
Please visit our website to set this up.

ONLINE 
You can make a donation online on our website 
with a credit card or via Paypal.

PHONE 450-658-1844

FAX 450-658-2202

MAIL Fauna Foundation
3802 Bellerive
Carignan,QC
J3L 7M1

Help Us Secure Their Future

Billing Information
Name: ________________________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________
City: ___________________Province/State: _________________
Postal Code/Zip Code:__________________________________
Tel: (____)_____________________________________________
Email: ________________________________________________
In o honor of or in o memory of ___________________________

Payment Information
o $100 o $75 o $50 o $25 o Other $ ______

o Check enclosed (payable to Fauna)

o Visa o Mastercard

o Monthly pledge $ ______ o Lifetime Care Fund $ ______

Card Number: ______________________________________

Exp: ___/___/___ Signature: __________________________
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Your donation today in whatever amount you can afford means so much!

Or give online at www.faunafoundation.org and click on Donate

o Please send me information on how to remember Fauna in my will or trust.

DONATE TODAY

https://faunafoundation.org/donate/
https://faunafoundation.org/donate/give-monthly/
https://faunafoundation.org/donate/
https://www.faunafoundation.org/
https://faunafoundation.org/donate


Payment Information
o $100 o $75 o $50 o $25 o Other $ ______

o Check enclosed (payable to Fauna)

o Visa o Mastercard

o Monthly pledge $ ______ o Lifetime Care Fund $ ______

Card Number: ______________________________________

Exp: ___/___/___ Signature: __________________________
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Please consider Fauna in your estate planning.
Specific Bequest: I give, devise and bequeath $_______ (insert dollar amount or item of property to be donated) to the Fauna 
Foundation Quebec, a non-profit charity (886077239 RR 0001) located at 3802 ch Bellerive, Carignan, QC J3L 7M1.
Residuary Bequest: I give, devise and bequeath % ______ (insert % amount) of all the rest, residue and remainder of my estate 
to the Fauna Foundation Quebec., a non-profit charity (886077239 RR 0001) located at 3802 ch Bellerive, Carignan, QC J3L 7M1. 
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Michael Seres 

Fauna Office Staff 
Trina McKellar, Veterinary Technician/Human 

Resources/Donor Relations
Tanya Barr, Supervisor/Caregiver/Social Media 

Operations
Wayne McKellar

Benoit Berard 

Animal Care
Laurence Levesque, Supervisor/Caregiver
Kaeley Sullins, Lead Caregiver/Social Media/FOW,  
ASL Interpreter 
Glee Larsen, Lead Caregiver/FOW, ASL Interpreter 
Claude Desrochers, Lead Caregiver/Social Media 
Matthew De Vries, Lead Caregiver/Enrichment
Justin Taus, Caregiver/Conservancy Outreach/ 
Social Media

Chef for Primates
Trevor Laroche

Veterinary Support 
Richard Allan, DVM
Jocelyn Bezner, DVM
Lisa Carioto, DVM and Jean Moreau, VT
Richard Carrier, DVM
Frederique Pilon, DVM
Trina McKellar, RVT
Richard Johnson, MD
Sharon Kemp, Vet Tech Assistant 

Nature Reserve 
Ken McAuslan

Learn more at
FaunaFoundation.org

8 Ways to
Donate

to Fauna…

Our Team

Read our blog
faunafoundation.org/blog

Volunteer with us 
faunafoundation.org/fauna-programs/volunteer

Sign Up for eNews!
https://faunafoundation.org/email

Write to us
FaunaFoundation.org

info@faunafoundation.org

3802 Bellerive

Carignan, Québec J3L 7M1

450-658-1844

Stay connected
faunafoundation.org

facebook.com/FaunaFoundation

instagram.com/fauna.foundation

Fauna Foundation’s primary objective is to create a protected environment 
for neglected and abused farm animals and former biomedical research 
chimpanzees. Through education, we aim to foster a better understanding of all 
animals while exploring our ethical responsibility as humans for the well being of 
all earth’s creatures.
In addition, Fauna’s mission, we have a deeply felt concern for environmental 
issues, arising as much from shared and deeply-held beliefs as from the necessity 
to offer our Sanctuary residents a protected habitat in which they can thrive. 
This awareness has led to Fauna’s sanctuary land being designated as a Natural 
Reserve by the Québec government, under the name Réserve Naturelle du 
Ruisseau-Robert. Our land management program strives, among other things, to 
increase local bird populationsDONATE
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https://faunafoundation.org/donate/
https://faunafoundation.org/blog/
https://faunafoundation.org/programs/volunteer/
https://faunafoundation.org/email/
https://faunafoundation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/faunafoundation
https://www.instagram.com/fauna.foundation/
https://faunafoundation.org/donate/


Dear you who supports Fauna,
The year of 2021 was one of changes at Fauna as we learned to cope with the ever changing 
dynamics of the COVID pandemic. In 2020 we closed the intern, symposium, and volunteer 
programs. In 2021 we constantly re-evaluated the situation to determine what we could open back 
up. As you’ll read, we offered what we could by harnessing the creativity, innovation, and flexibility 
of our staff and volunteers. Volunteers worked in the barn. Outreach pivoted to online formats. Our 
ultimate goal was that the residents of Fauna continue to have excellence in care. We couldn’t have 
made it through the year without your support. Thank you for being there for us.

This annual report is in a new format. Up until now we have always mailed out glossy printed 
reports. This year we are trying something new which we hope can bring you closer to the lives of 
our residents and the mission of our programs. You’ll find clickable links throughout that take you 
to videos, research posters, and podcasts. We hope you’re able to spend time and enjoy this new 
format. Feel free to send us feedback to info@faunafoundation.org.

Darla
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mailto:info%40faunafoundation.org?subject=
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/chimps-in-remembrance/darla/


Resident Highlights
When we look back on 2021, we began the year losing Dolly to heart disease. The rest of the year was 
quiet and stable despite the waves of COVID around us (see update on COVID below). 

With our geriatric population, health is always a concern. Our dedicated Assistant Vet Tech, Sharon 
Kemp, works tirelessly to spend time each day with each resident. She writes weekly summaries on 
health and training. Each day we receive a report on each individual that is completed by caregivers. 
This ensures each resident receives the best of care.

At this time of this writing we are well through 2022 a year which brought the loss of Chance and 
Darla. For each loss there are social adjustments, but our residents are amazing in their strength 
and resilience.

Finnegan and the 8 domestic geese are the remaining farm animals at Fauna. The geese interact with 
the wild Canadian geese, sometimes adopting a family of wild geese in the summer. 

With an online annual report readers can see for themselves some of the fun times from the chimp 
house and the rest of Fauna. Click on the highlighted words below to see the videos.

 » Rachel is shown foraging in the snow from the warmth of the chimphouse.

 » Maya enjoys coloring.

 » In this video Rachel is using the hose to clean a hamper. This is something she sees her caregivers 
doing each day.

 » Tatu and Binky love looking at magazines. Here you see Tatu flipping through pages and in the end 
stopping at a picture she seems to particularly enjoy.

 » Check out this video of the geese in the snow!
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https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/chimps-in-remembrance/dolly/
https://mailchi.mp/faunafoundation/chance
https://mailchi.mp/faunafoundation/darla
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/bFtJBElgZDE
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/C_xd984pQw8
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/uuE57JipgI4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oS6WeC9Ulos&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/kFR-qbxITzk


Covid Update
Fauna Foundation this year has continued strict measures to ensure the chimpanzees and monkeys 
have remained healthy and safe from COVID exposure. Essential to this success is ensuring the 
chimpanzees are not exposed to the virus through caregivers. Of cases globally in which zoo-living 
apes and big cats have contracted COVID, it was from caregivers. We have maintained our COVID 
protocols which include adjustments in caregiver practices to protect the residents and staff, 
many obvious such as face masks, gloves, daily temperature and symptom checks, and requiring 
individuals in the chimphouse to be fully vaccinated. We maintain strict limits on people who come 
to Fauna Foundation. Our public programs have remained cancelled and our volunteer program 
is only open on a very limited basis and only to individuals who are fully vaccinated. This year we 
hosted two summer interns who also agreed to our strict COVID protocols. 

Fauna Foundation is a NAPSA member sanctuary, which 
provides excellent resources in best practices to protect 
captive chimpanzees from COVID. It has been particularly 
useful to have this resource in a landscape of rapidly 
changing protocols and procedures. Our other resources 
include a public health nurse, our veterinarian, and best 
practices from the CDC and the Quebec government. We 
are a GFAS accredited sanctuary which allowed us to attend 
some webinars featuring veterinarians and managers with 
first-hand knowledge of the COVID situation in zoo and 
sanctuary settings.

Our caregivers are essential to maintaining the health of the 
chimpanzees. Not only do they need to make these COVID 
adjustments while at work, they also must ensure they 
are including safe practices such as social distancing and 
avoiding crowds outside of work in their personal lives. Our 
staff are highly dedicated and we credit much of our success 
to their commitment to these safe practices. 

Loulis & TatuMaya

Laurence

5

https://primatesanctuaries.org/
https://www.sanctuaryfederation.org/
https://faunafoundation.org/about-fauna/the-fauna-team/


Education & Outreach
Since people couldn’t come to Fauna we went to them virtually. We delivered Zoom presentations to 
classes and groups in Quebec and the US:

 » You can see the agenda for the Roundtable 
Discussion on What Animals Teach Us About 
Themselves at the Animal Law Conference on 
October 15, 2021.  

 » We presented via Zoom to the Regroupement 
des Amblyopes du Montréal Métropolitain 
(RAAMM) on May 19, 2021. 

 » We presented via Zoom to an Anthropology 
class at College Ahuntsic Montreal on 
April 21, 2021. 

 » We made two Zoom presentations to an 
Ontario group, the Summer Lecture Series. 
(2021, May 19 & June 21). 

 » We also made two Zoom presentations to the 
Guelph Wellington Men’s Club. (2021, February 
2 & March 2). 
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https://www.animallawconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Agenda-Animal-Law-Conference-2021-4.pdf
https://www.animallawconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Agenda-Animal-Law-Conference-2021-4.pdf
https://www.animallawconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Agenda-Animal-Law-Conference-2021-4.pdf


Research publications 
and presentations
This publication co-authored by Fauna’s Mary 
Lee Jensvold studied ways to make zoo visitors 
more friendly toward chimpanzees. Zager, 
L. N., & Jensvold, M. L. A. (2021). Signs and 
docents in zoo visitor education: Using affinitive 
chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes) behaviors. Animal 
Behavior and Cognition, 8(4), 589-600. 

Virtual conferences were a way to stay COVID 
safe while still sharing research findings. 
Collins, E. & Jensvold, M.L. (2021, March). 
Communicative Function in the Utterances in 
Two Signing Chimpanzees. Poster presentation 
at University of Indiana Animal Behavior 
Conference. March 26. The findings in this study 
are well explained in a blog post by co-author, 
Emily Collins. 

Online Summer Class
In Summer 2021 Fauna in collaboration with 
Friends of Washoe offered an online course 
on Chimpanzee Behavior. This online course 
explored the science of understanding 
chimpanzee behavior and its application 
to improve conditions in captivity. Topics 

included fundamentals of chimpanzee natural 
history and behavior, elements of chimpanzee 
behavior and contexts, communication and sign 
language studies, environmental enrichment, 
diet, husbandry protocols in sanctuary settings, 
ethics, and use in research. It used live online 
Zoom presentation and a web portal with 
resources. The Zoom presentations included 
Fauna caregivers and Dr. Capaldo. We uploaded 
the Zoom presentations and these were 
available for later viewing. 

This was highly successful with 22 students. 
One student’s review said it was the best online 
course they’d ever taken. Additionally this 
program generated much needed funds with 
the loss of onsite programming.

Internships
We were unable to offer the in-person in 
program in 2021. We offered virtual internships 
to five students at University of Montreal, 
Concordia University, University of Windsor and 
Vanier College. Interns assisted with a variety of 
projects including updating the releasechimps.
org website, sign language studies, and 
chimpanzee gestures.

Regis
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https://www.animalbehaviorandcognition.org/article.php?id=1293
https://www.animalbehaviorandcognition.org/article.php?id=1293
https://www.animalbehaviorandcognition.org/article.php?id=1293
https://www.animalbehaviorandcognition.org/article.php?id=1293
https://www.animalbehaviorandcognition.org/article.php?id=1293
https://animalbehavior.indiana.edu/documents/2021Poster%20Abstracts%20Final%203.23.pdf
https://animalbehavior.indiana.edu/documents/2021Poster%20Abstracts%20Final%203.23.pdf
https://animalbehavior.indiana.edu/documents/2021Poster%20Abstracts%20Final%203.23.pdf
https://animalbehavior.indiana.edu/documents/2021Poster%20Abstracts%20Final%203.23.pdf
https://animalbehavior.indiana.edu/documents/2021Poster%20Abstracts%20Final%203.23.pdf
https://faunafoundation.org/sign-language-studies-with-chimpanzees/
https://faunafoundation.org/programs/online-classes-virtual-events/
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Advocacy
We work with NAPSA  on campaigns to end “monkey rodeos.” These are inhumane “shows” at 
various events such as baseball games and carnivals in which monkeys ride on dogs. It is shocking 
how prevalent this practice is. 

The IUNC developed new best practices for imagery of human primate interactions. It includes 
humans being safe distance, appropriate barriers, and wearing PPE when pictured around nonhuman 
primates. Fauna adopted those practices. 

Maya

“Our task must be to free ourselves… by widening our circle of compassion 
to embrace all living creatures and the whole of nature and it’s beauty.”

—Albert Einstein
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https://primatesanctuaries.org/napsa-responds/
https://humanprimateinteractions.files.wordpress.com/2022/06/6b42c-hpi-imagery-guidelines.pdf


Volunteer Program 
Yet again our volunteer program was tested by COVID this year. 
Towards the end of 2020 we had an interruption in our volunteer 
program due to the restrictions growing in our province. Luckily 
by 2021 we were able to slowly re-open our program to a group 
of core volunteers. Through the spring and summer months 
more volunteers came back, fully vaccinated, and ready to 
follow a slew of COVID guidelines in order to help us with our 
volunteering needs. Some volunteers worked remotely helping 
us with translation projects and other office tasks. We couldn’t 
have translated our website without their help! Finally, we were 
able to let volunteers re-enter into the Chimphouse. Following a 
strict set of COVID guidelines much needed help was returned to 
the building!

Marie-Pierre Bonin

Kathy Bocsi

Christin Cayouette

Emily Collins

Mira Grandillo

Dale Henshaw

Louise Lambert

Kathy Mauro

Beverly Shaw

Jeff Shimizu

Manuela Ziemer

Claudette Dumais 20
21
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Kathy Bocsi, Fauna volunteer

Patton Family 
Volunteer Day
On Saturday October 23, 
2021 the Patton family 
along with long-time 
volunteer Pauline Parent 
aided Ken, our arborist, 
in an outdoor mulching 
project. They were 
able to mulch all the 
larch trees around the 
Memorial Garden, as well 
as the trees lining the 
road to the new barn on 
the far side of Bellerive. 
Together they mulched 
over 500 trees! This is a 
labour intensive project 
that is essential every 
fall at Fauna. We are so 
grateful that this family 
was able to help us reach 
our goals.

GET INVOLVED
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https://faunafoundation.org/programs/volunteer/
https://faunafoundation.org/programs/volunteer/
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Fauna Sanctuary Primates

ABOUT MAYAABOUT TATU

ABOUT REGIS ABOUT RACHEL
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https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-chimps/regis/
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-chimps/rachel/
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-chimps/maya/
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-chimps/tatu/
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-chimps/maya/
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-chimps/tatu/
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-chimps/regis/
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-chimps/rachel/


ABOUT NEWTON ABOUT SUE ELLEN

ABOUT LOULIS ABOUT BINKY

We all are so deeply interconnected; we have no option but to love 
all. Be kind and do good for any one and that will be reflected. The 
ripples of the kind heart are the highest blessings of the Universe.”

“
—Amit Ray, Yoga and Vipassana: An Integrated Life Style
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https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-chimps/loulis/
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-chimps/binky/
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-chimps/sue-ellen/
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-monkeys/newton/
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-monkeys/newton/
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-chimps/sue-ellen/
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-chimps/loulis/
https://faunafoundation.org/sanctuary-residents/fauna-chimps/binky/


Income & Expenses

Income
2%
Outreach

6%
Adopt-A-Chimp

3%
Amazon Wishlist

7%
Corporate Donation

16%
Grants

19%
Campaigns

47%
General Donations

Expenses

5%
Programs

2%
Taxes & 
Permits

66%
Caregiver Salary

7%
Maintenance/ 
Power

8%
Administration

12%
Food/Enrichment
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Maya

Tatu

“When we give cheerfully and accept 
gratefully, everyone is blessed.”

—Maya Angelou
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Fundraising Campaigns 
 » Adopt-A-Chimp is a campaign where 
supporters can symbolically adopt a 
chimpanzee. This year we raised $18,067

 » Giving Day for Apes is an annual event online 
fundraiser for nonhuman primate sanctuaries 
across the globe. We received $7,232 at the 
event this year.

 » Giving Tuesday is a day of giving following 
American Thanksgiving shopping events, 
Black Friday and Cyber Monday. This year we 
generated $9,700. 

 » The Tea Lounge in London, Ontario held a 
Bernie Tea Cozy raffle which raised $1,000

 » Other campaigns included specific requests 
for items:

 » Enrichment: $1,800

 » The 12-Days of Chimp-mas generated many 
donations on our Amazon Wish-list.

 » Fauna Lifetime Care Fund received $1,755.

Grants and Corporate 
Donations
Fauna receives grants from charitable 
organizations and foundations as well as 
individual donors. These grants go to specific 
project and general operating expenses. Some 
are cash and some are in kind. We are so 
grateful for these organizations which include:

 » Fitzhenery Foundation

 » Buckmaster Foundation 

 » Jewish Community 
Foundation 

 » Chantal-Berard –$8,702

 » Charities Aid Foundation 
of Canada

 » Amazon Smile

 » United Way Ottawa

 » Dose Juice

 » Energir

 » L’Arche De Noe 
Recuperation Inc

 » Shuler Family 
Charitable Trust

 » The food bank Aux 
Sources Du Bassin De 
Chambly donated food 
multiple times during the 
onset of COVID. 

 » Friends of Washoe/
Winley Foundation 
caregiver support 

 » Friends of Washoe: 
Workplace COVID testing 
supplies to support on-
site COVID testing of 
employees at Fauna.

 » Friends of Washoe: 
Online Outreach 
Technology grant to 
support online courses, 
including software 
and hardware.

Binky
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Facebook & Instagram
Facebook and Instagram are our 
most active social media sites. 

 » Our most popular Facebook 
post was November 20th, 2021 
(576 likes and reactions)

 » Our most popular Instagram 
post was February 28th, 2021 
(538 likes)

Media
The book A Home Away 
From Home: True Stories of 
Wild Animal Sanctuaries by 
Nicholas Read features Toby 
and his journey to Fauna. We 
are so pleased that Toby’s 
story is now available for all 
to read. This book is written 
for an audience of young 
adult readers.

 » Drs. Allen and Beatrix  
Gardner raised Tatu (and 
other chimpanzees) like a deaf human child in research 
at the University of Nevada-Reno in the 1970’s. This 
is how Tatu acquired her signs. Allen Gardner died in 
October 2021. His passing and his groundbreaking 
research was covered in numerous news outlets. A 
5-minute podcast describes the research with Tatu and 
the other chimpanzees, The Last Word, BBC 4, Dr. R. 
Allen Gardner, the American ethologist who trained a chimpanzee 
to use sign language. Also On CBC As It Happens (CBC 
radio interview) featured a segment on Dr. Gardner that 
begins at 36.32.

 » An article on a Chinese language Canadian television 
program featured Fauna. Timeline Magazine (Fairchild 
TV, Ontario, Canada. February 17, 2021). 

 » Ici Explora, Radio Canada had an article on 
chimpanzees. Les chimpanzés, nos cousins au-delà du 
génome (February 11, 2021). 

 » A German podcast on Dr. Roger Fouts and the 
sign language studies features Dr. Jensvold. 
(Deutschlandfunk Radio Show. September 9, 2021.  
Kommunikation zwischen Mensch und TierMit 
Schimpansen sprechen). 

 » The year ended with a highlight as our holiday wishlist 
was featured on CBC News! All they want for Chimp-
mas: Montreal chimpanzees release their holiday 
wishlist. (December 22, 2022). 
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https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51372777-a-home-away-from-home
https://www.facebook.com/faunafoundation
https://www.instagram.com/fauna.foundation/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51372777-a-home-away-from-home
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51372777-a-home-away-from-home
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/51372777-a-home-away-from-home
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p09yshgp
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-it-happens-monday-edition-1.6198826
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-it-happens-monday-edition-1.6198826
https://www.fairchildtv.com/english/programarchive_detail.php?n=18&topic=6325&episode=10315
https://ici.exploratv.ca/blogue/chimpanzes-cousins-au-dela-genome/
https://ici.exploratv.ca/blogue/chimpanzes-cousins-au-dela-genome/
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/kommunikation-zwischen-mensch-und-tier-mit-schimpansen-100.html
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/kommunikation-zwischen-mensch-und-tier-mit-schimpansen-100.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/fauna-foundation-wishlist-1.6271016
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/fauna-foundation-wishlist-1.6271016
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/fauna-foundation-wishlist-1.6271016


Website
Our website continued to be active. Behind the scenes of it we added features to allow 
us to offer the Chimpanzee Behaviour class. We have a new web master and have 
added features that increase the speed of the page.

E-news 
We made regular email updates to those who sign up for 
our newsletter. This is the main way our supporters can stay 
informed about the residents of Fauna. While we keep social 
media content lively, the most important updates on the 
residents comes through email. Our e-news continues to be 
the best way to stay in touch with the most current information 
about our residents. We alert subscribers to blog posts and 
fundraisers. In 2021 we featured recipes from the chimphouse 
including Curry Tofu, Veggie Lasagna, and Vegan Cheesecake.  
You can check them out now by clicking on the word.  
To subscribe please sign up.

Blog
We made regular blog posts on topics including a series on 
environmental enrichment, a series on relationships between the 
chimpanzees and caregivers, an intern blog on sign language 
studies with the chimpanzees, and the quarterly conservation 
report which always contains beautiful images of the wildlife 
at Fauna.

Thai Tofu Coconut Curry, from the 
March 2021 E-news

LEARN MORE

ENEWS SIGN-UP

FAUNA’S BLOG
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https://mailchi.mp/faunafoundation/whats-cooking-at-the-chimphouse
https://mailchi.mp/faunafoundation/whats-cooking-at-fauna-veggie-lasagna
https://mailchi.mp/faunafoundation/whats-cooking-vegan-cheesecake
https://faunafoundation.org/email/
https://faunafoundation.org/environmental-enrichment-part1-social/
https://faunafoundation.org/environmental-enrichment-part1-social/
https://faunafoundation.org/relationships-between-caregivers-chimpanzees/
https://faunafoundation.org/sign-language-studies-with-chimpanzees/
https://faunafoundation.org/sign-language-studies-with-chimpanzees/
https://faunafoundation.org/winter-at-nature-conservancy/
https://faunafoundation.org/winter-at-nature-conservancy/
https://faunafoundation.org/
https://faunafoundation.org/email/
https://faunafoundation.org/blog


“There is something infinitely healing in the 
repeated refrains of nature—the assurance that 
dawn comes after night, and spring after winter.”
—Rachel Carson
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Conservation Area 
Tree Program Report for 2021

BY KEN MCAUSLAN

Fauna’s tree program has been ongoing in a concerted way for the 
past 8 years and prior to that intermittently for the almost 20 years. 
In the past 8 years we have planted over 1,400 trees, 90% of which 
were grown from seed on site and we have now catalogued over 
160 species of trees on Fauna land, both native and exotic. We now 
find we have achieved many of the goals we set out to accomplish 
and we have no other physical areas to develop. Our last project is 
this fall. We will create an arboretum in a 1 ½ acre field bordering 
the north side of Bellerive and randomly plant Ironwood seedlings 
within existing wooded areas. This fall we will see the end of our 
propagation and planting program. Going forward our program 
will revolve around maintenance of the plantings that we have 
created to this point which of and by itself will occupy much of my 
time. Henceforth we will watch nature take its course and follow 
the growth of these beautiful plants in the understanding that 
trees are never planted for ourselves but rather for the wonder and 
fascination of future generations.

The best time to plant a tree was 
20 years ago. The second best 
time is now.”
—Chinese proverb

“

“The creation 
of a thousand 

forests is in 
one acorn.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Ruisseau Robert Nature Conservancy Update
BY JUSTIN TAUS

As our wildlife survey progressed through its fifth year in 2021, several interesting discoveries were 
made and new species observed. In retrospect, 2021 served as a great example of how the presence 
and/or abundance of a particular species in a specific location can vary greatly from year to year, 
depending on factors like weather and food availability. 

The winter months saw an irruption of certain bird species in southern Quebec. An irruption 
year occurs when food sources are limited throughout a species’ habitual range, forcing them to 
move into other regions in large numbers to feed themselves. We were therefore able to observe 
White-winged Crossbills and Pine Grosbeaks for the first time, as well as large numbers of Common 
Redpolls, which all came to feed on various types of seeds.   

In the spring there was an unusual abundance of Gypsy Moth caterpillars in the area, which attracted 
Black-billed Cuckoos, a species that feeds primarily on caterpillars at certain times of the year. A little 
later, once the caterpillars developed into moths, Scarlet Tanagers arrived to fill their stomachs with 
the insects. 

In addition to the species mentioned above, other birds that were observed for the first time in 2021 
are the Ring-necked Duck, Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Fox Sparrow, Bufflehead, Bohemian 
Waxwing, Great Horned Owl and the Long-eared Owl. 

As usual, our conservancy’s various habitats were particularly busy during the breeding season. 
We were delighted to discover Green Herons and American Black Ducks nesting at the reserve 
for the first time. Like in previous years, our nest boxes were predominantly occupied by Tree 
Swallows, and dozens of Barn Swallows nested in our barns. Several dozen Bobolink, a species 
listed as threatened by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) 
successfully nested in our fields once again. 

2021 definitely highlighted nature’s unpredictability and the fact that, even after five years of 
intensive monitoring, there is always a chance to spot something new when you’re out exploring at 
the nature reserve!
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“Until he extends the circle of 
his compassion to all living 
things, man will not himself 

find peace.”
Albert Schweitzer

Green heron

Common Yellowthroat

Cottontail Rabbit

Cooper’s HawkNorthern Pintail

Common Redpoll
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Teresita Gonzales Laura Zertuche
Lynn Goral Chance
Robert Greigg Apply to the care of your residents
April Hale Tatu and Loulis
Delia Lynn Hannon In honor of Maya and Binky
Judith Hannon-Henning A donation to celebrate Chance’s birthday. In celebration of Sue Ellen’s birthday.
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Margaret Milner A birthday gift for my daughter, Lindsay Milner
Judith Moroz All Fauna Foundation staff
Laura Murphy Donation made on behalf of LeighAnna & Phil Deveau
Janice Neilson This donation is made on behalf of Lynn Wenman.
Brian Rendell Donation made in the name of Emily Collins.
Priscilla Road-Picket In honour of Judith O’Neil
Sharyn Rose This is in the name of my beloved Blossom
Diane Ross This donation is a birthday gift for Dean Metcalf
Audrey Schwartz Rivers In honour of Loulis and Tatu
Matt Shapiro Donated on behalf of Gary Clemence.
Tara Snively Sweet Suzie Goose
Joanne Sparrow Tatu and Loulis
Sarah Summerlin This is a donation in lieu of a birthday gift for Adam Brec
Kevin Tyler Loulis
Cynthia Van Den Broek Happy Birthday, Loulis!!
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In Memory of donations
Victoria Abrams Dedicated to Tatu and Loulis and in memory of 

Washoe, Dar, and Moja
Jeannine Alfieri Blackie & Eugene
Sherri Armet In memory of Petra, Blackie and Eugene
Louise and Wayne 
Arnott Petra

Kelly Biggs Petra
Marueen Boag Mere
Kathy Bocsi Four Legends
Diane Brault Tyson
Suzanne Brennan Petra
Suzanne Carioto Petra
Debra & Gordon 
Casperd Eugene

Kathleen Corby In memory to all the souls lost this year
Marie-Andrée De 
Carufel Petra

Deva Delanoe Eugene
Jennifer Dempsey Eugene
Julie Dunne Blackie
Susan Feeley Petra
Jennifer Feuerstein Dr. Carole Noon
Andre Fortin Petra
Thomas Gajewski Petra

Brigitte Gal
En mémoire de mes deux garçons Zi et Cashew 
(chats) résidents depuis quelques années, du 
cimetière de la Fondation Fauna . Merci!

Jutta Greiffenberg Eugene & Petra
Susan Gunderson Eugene & Blackie
Judith Hannon-
Henning Eugene, Petra, Blackie

Jean Hattie Eugene
Eileen Hennessy Remembering Petra

Garry Herbers In loving memory of my wife, Alice, who loved 
all animals deeply.

Grant Hibbs Petra
Katherine Howitt 
Muysson Petra. Henry R. Howitt.

Ray Jantz Eugene, Petra, Blackie

Anne Keenleyside On behalf of her late brother Dave Keenleyside 
and herself.

Margaret A Kennedy Petra
Patricia Kirkpatrick my mum Irena
Suzanne Lacroix Eugene
Suzanne Lacroix Four Legends
Suzanne Lacroix Petra

Melissa Mark Joan McMurray
Lisa Mas Remembering Petra
Debby Maxwell Eugene
Gwen McConkey Blackie
Gwen McConkey Petra
William Mersereau Margaret K. Goodman
Leonard S. 
Molczadski Normand Taylor

Madeleine Murphy Petra
MS Nebout In memory of Norman Taylor
Elena Nebusova my precious Bella (cocker spaniel)
Diane Poirier Petra
Natalie Pronovost In memory of Blackie, Petra and Eugene
Lynn Rederburg In memory of her sister Margaret Wilson.
Lynn Rederburg In memory of Rod Barlow
Johanne Rioux Eugene
Judith Roberts Eugene
Judith Roberts Blackie
Jocelyne Robichaud Petra
Sabine Roehr Eugene
Valerie Rolfe Four Legends

Sharyn Rose

This donation is made in the memory and in 
honor of Jeannie who suffered so greatly but 
your love and care helped her find peace and 
the healing that was possible.

Walter Schlegl Petra
Mara Scomparin Petra
Amy Sevigny Petra
Martha and Chuck 
Sikaras Blackie

Arlene Smilovitch Petra
John Sorenson Blackie
The Roman Press Eugene
Cynthia Van Den 
Broek Eugene & Petra

Lucie Varin Eugene
Marion and Brian 
Von Dehn and 
Vincent

In memory of their nephew Nicolas Spano who 
passed away in 2009

Lynn Wenman Eugene, Petra, Jeannie & Jethro
Andrew Westoll In memory of Tom (RIP Tom)
Karen Willmott Petra
Petra Wilson Maglio Petra
Anna Wong Eugene
Drogheda Woods Petra
Judith Young In memory of her husband.
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